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These are truly extraordinary times. As the Mercyhurst University community confronts COVID-19, we are forced 
to function in an environment that is drastically different than the one that existed at the start of the Spring 2020 
semester. With the transition to remote learning, many faculty and students are experiencing new and different 
methods of instructional delivery. As a community, we are also dealing with the challenges created by altered 
living environments, while confronting the uncertainties posed by the corona virus.  As we endeavor to Keep 
Teaching, Keep Supporting and Keep Connecting, we must also strive to Keep Learning! In light of the 
extraordinary circumstances facing Mercyhurst students, and in order to promote strong, continuous engagement, 
the university is modifying its Pass/Fail grading policy and system for the spring 2020 semester.  
 
Under the modified grading system, the following temporary changes will be made: 
 

• Undergraduate and graduate students are able to choose whether to designate courses taken spring 2020 
semester (full and mini 4) as Pass/Fail or to receive a traditional letter grade.  

• Students can designate any and all undergraduate and graduate courses Pass/Fall, including courses for 
major/minor requirements, pre-requisites, and REACH.  
 

• The grade of Pass (P) will be issued for a student who earns a grade of D or higher in the course. 
  

• A grade of Pass (P) will not count towards the GPA calculation, but a failing (F) grade will. 
 

• The deadline to notify the Registrar’s Office of a Pass/Fail request for a specific course is Friday, May 1, 
2020. If notification is not received, the letter grade issued by the instructor for the course will stand as 
the grade of record. 

• Undergraduate courses taken Pass/Fail this semester will not count towards the University’s one-course 
limit on the total number of courses that can be taken Pass/Fail for credit towards a degree.  

• This policy does not apply to courses taken in Mini 3 or for incompletes given in prior semesters.  

Graduate/professional program admission requirements, program licensing and rules regarding external 
accreditations, among other external factors, must be considered by students when deciding whether or not to 
designate a course Pass/Fail. To help make an informed decision, students are strongly encouraged to seek advice 
from academic advisors as well as the necessary programs and offices related to their course of study in order to 
fully to ascertain the impact of taking a Pass/Fail.  Ultimately the choice to designate any course Pass/Fail, and the 
responsibility for doing so, resides with the individual student.  

 


