
The Top 10 Moments of 
Your First Year as a Laker

A LOOK AHEAD





SEIZE
these next four years—that’s what Mercyhurst is all 

about. For more than 90 years, our truest tradition has 
been one of exploration, within our gates and around 

the globe. Our motto, Carpe Diem, is at the heart 
of everything we do, whether it’s a late-night study 

session with friends, a coffee with a professor after class 
or an early-morning basketball workout. At Mercyhurst, 

you’ll find a community that celebrates experiences 
inside and outside the classroom, experiences that 
challenge you to reach higher, practice harder, dig 
deeper and see the world from an unconventional 

perspective. College isn’t about reveling in what you’ve 
done in the past; it’s about uncovering who you are 

and who you want to become. It’s your time to grow, 
to discover something new, to ignite your passions and 

share them with the world. It’s your time to seize

THE DAY.



Although Old Main 
looks like Hogwarts, 

we don’t offer a 
major in Divination 
at Mercyhurst.  Even 
still, looking ahead 

to your first year, 
we can confidently 
predict a handful of 

unforgettable campus 
life moments— 

moments that define 
what it means 
to be a Laker.

Let’s take a look.

“Yer a Laker, Harry”
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Everyone knows moving isn’t much fun—just a lot of boxes and 
disorganization. But campus move-in day is different. Sure, you 
have a lot of stuff with you, but you’re about to get a lot more, 
namely deep enduring friendships. Once your room is all set up 
and the futon is assembled, and you’re ready to kick back with your 
roomies and order a pizza, you realize you’re in the right place.

IT ALL
BEGINS. 
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Hurst Day will surprise you—
not only because no one knows 
when the day is, but because 
of the generous outpouring 
of fun and goodwill it brings 
to campus. It’s a relatively new 
tradition, but it’s one that’s 
already become a touchstone 
of the Mercyhurst experience, 
an opportunity to connect 
with your friends, classmates, 
professors and administrators. 
Not to mention snap a selfie 
with President Victor. 

A TASTE OF 
TRADITION. 





Few events light up the Laker spirit quite like Homecoming, from 
the Friday-night bonfire to the football showdown the following day. 
When you’re there, alongside Luke the Laker and hundreds of Lakers 
past and present, it’s more than enough to raise a few goose bumps. 

SPIRIT COMES ALIVE.
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Among the many perks of Laker 
Life is free admission to the world-
class touring acts offered through 
the Mercyhurst Institute for Arts & 
Culture. MIAC brings everything 
to campus, from marquee 
performers like Jane Lynch and 
Lily Tomlin, to celebrated eclectic 
music acts like Pink Martini and 
Postmodern Jukebox. Check out 
miac.mercyhurst.edu to see this 
season’s performances. When the 
time comes (late July-ish), look 
out for the announcement of 
next season’s lineup of artists. It’s 
gonna be good!

COZY
CAMPUS,
BIG STARS.
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If ever there comes a day you need an extra bit of good fortune—
finals week is always a popular time—all you need to do is stop 
by the Mercyhurst Anchor for your fix of the Luck of the Lakers. 
You’ll find it just outside the Audrey Hirt Academic Center, a gift 
from the Class of 2016. (The anchor has a pretty cool legend, too!)

ANCHORS AWEIGH.
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College life gets hectic at times, especially on an active campus like 
ours. Still, whenever you need a quiet and fulfilling moment, you can 
find it here, in a late-at-night study session in the Walker Reading 
Room, an early-morning reflection in the Queen’s Chapel, or any 
number of experiences that remind you this campus is your home.

A LITTLE PEACE 
AND QUIET.





Maybe it’s the first time you fix up a young family’s house with 
Habitat for Humanity, your trip to Broadway with the Mercyhurst 
Theatre Program, or your inaugural show on LakerTV. With more 
than 80 student clubs, everyone has that moment when they’ve 
found their niche doing something they love. 

LET’S GO CLUBBING.
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You’re already an enlightened college pro midway through your 
second semester at Mercyhurst, which makes it the perfect time 
to cut loose and have a little fun. We’ve got you covered, thanks to 
SpringFest, a campus-wide dance party with thousands of your 
closest friends, and a headlining music act.

Daya performing at SpringFest 2016

GET YOUR DANCE ON.
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The O’Neil Tower Carillon is the heartbeat of campus, marking 
each hour and chiming the Alma Mater every day at 2 p.m. It’s 
easy to overlook this quaint little melody, and think of it as little 
more than pleasant background music. But every now and then, 
be sure to stop and listen. And if you know the words, go ahead 
and sing along. We won’t judge.

PUT A RING ON IT.
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You’ve probably already realized this, but Mercyhurst is a little 
bit unusual. Not many universities send freshmen out into the 
world for an entire day of service. Or schedule alternative spring 
break trips to build a school in Central America. Of course, we’re 
all here in pursuit of educational excellence in the arts, sciences 
and every other area of scholarship. More than that, though, we’re 
here because we value service and we celebrate the dignity of 
all people. That’s what we mean by “Mercy Mission.” And when it 
finally clicks, you realize you wouldn’t have it any other way.

MERCY MISSION 
ACCOMPLISHED





By the time you’ve moved into your residence hall and 
adjusted to the pace of university life, you’ll realize there’s 

nothing routine about a Mercyhurst day. Even days that seem

EXTRAORDINARY.

ORDINARY
contain countless moments that open your eyes, shape your 

perspectives and help define who you are. These are the 
moments we live for, and the moments that will make you
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